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Treatment of the

Terminally III"
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Introduction

Torah teaches the utmost value of life. Pikuach nefesh, saving a life, takes precedence
over all Torah prohibitions (besides for the three cardinal sins). This applies even to
merely prolonging a life for a short amount of time (avw »n), as in the case of an
individual who was crushed under a collapsed building and has no chance of long-term
survival. One is still obligated to desecrate the Shabbos to prolong the life of this person
even if only for a few moments. In a certain sense, every moment of life has infinite
value, and therefore one moment of life does not have any less value than 70 or 100

years.!
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